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1. The following final deaft of thedeclaration of the Peasent Party opposition
movemant has been preparsd by Dr. Vladko Macek, exiled Croatisn Peasant Party ]
leader, and sent to certain Peasant Pariy leadersz of Hungary, Bulgaris, Yugo- X1A2g .

slavia, Rusanis and Poland. The earlieyr text of the draft declaration (ses ﬂ .

was amsnded by Dr. Jure] Krnjevich in Iondon, whose suggestions wers

incorporated in the final draft. o

25X1A2g

2. According to a reliable Hungarisn source, the copy of the declaration for Prime
Munister Nagy of Hungary has not yet been dispatched, since it was thought in
some quarters that it was imposaible for Nagy to sign the declaration in his
position as Prims Minister and luader of the Small Holders Party as well. It was
suggeated that Negy return a Jettor o Macsk expressing intersst and sympathy
with the opposition movement, instead of signing the declaratiocn.

3. Mgnifestoc of the Peasant Party opposition leaders:

In the present era, when the principle guaranteeing progress and international
peace should be founded on the free will of the people, the peasant populations -
of Partern ena Southeastern Euvope are obliged to accept regimes which have teen
forcibly lmposed on them. These regimes are the very ones witlch prevent any free
expression of popular will.

The East and the West have adopted a strange attituds toward these hundreds of
millicons of peasants, regarding them as immature and incapable and in need of
tutelage of some kind, be it dictatorship or the rule of dictolordal cliques

that has at present been imposed on them. The East and West regard the represert --
atives of these cliquee as the reprssentatives of their countries.

An even more regrettable fact iz that workers' partles and the governments of
these parties fall to understand ihat today the peasant in this part of Buxrope
is a greater martyr than was the worker during the darkest moment of his hdstory,
before the introduction of universal suffrage and other democratic liberties.
Although the last traces of feudalism have been wiped out, the peassut is master
neither of his land nor of his labor. The peasants, who bafore World War IT were
the principal protagenists in the struggle for freedom and true democrecy, are
now at a greater disadvantage than they were during the darkest days of the Middle
hges,

That is "ﬁhy‘wa, the undersigned representatives of the peasant parties, who iive
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in freedom and can sped{ froely, arc addressing this appcal to all demow
cratic govermaents and zll democratic movements of the world. As interpreters
of the peasant ideology we declare that;

1.) Licjecting the materialistic ideclozy of Cosaunismg, we maintain that only
the ethical principles of faith in Cod and preservation of fanily lifc can .
asaure the progress and harpier future of our peoples.

2.) Individual liberty for property righits of the peasants is the basis of the
political and social force of our countries. In the past we have fought against
an outrated feudalism; we continue at present to fizht against becoming slaves
of the Stute or of a politicdl clique holding power. We are parbticularly opposed
to the idea of compulsory cooperatives which would effect the forced merger of
our Hitherto free peasent properties.

3.) ¥e maintain that only in accordance with the liberties of true democracy
for all indivicuals and desocratic parties will free discussion and mutval
agrecnents vring sbout the solution of current problemss e firmly reoject the
"now duocracy” as presentod by the Gomwunist parties and which, in reality,
is simply o now Lforu of dictatorship by a clique whose first concern is the
destruetion of liberty and the preparation.of a world revolution,

ln) Vic are hereby appealing to all other democratic paritics to subscribe to
this declaration in order to facilitate the comuon struggle for democratic
libertics.

S5s) Pursuant to these declorations and closely united amon; ourselves, we are

doteruined to engage in political action in order to bring about the application
of the prineiples laid dowm in this manifesto.
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